
Baltimore Sun story: University of Baltimore professor and local relief 
effort volunteer Christine Nielsen speaks about the Philippines and 
Typhoon Haiyan. 
 
You can view the full story and Nielsen’s video interview at this link: (It takes a few 
moments to load.) http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/baltimore-city/bs-md-ci-
typhoon-aid-20131124,0,7446935.story 
 
Local universities lend aid, spread awareness for Philippines typhoon relief  
By Colin Campbell and Carrie Wells, The Baltimore Sun  
5:00 a.m. EST, November 25, 2013 

Excerpt: 

Christine Nielsen, a University of Baltimore professor, has run a nonprofit for several 
years that provides job skills training to poor women in the Philippines to help them to 
start their own businesses. 

If you would like to learn more about the non-profit, please visit New Pathways’ website: 
www.newpathwaystoenterprise.org 

This month, Nielsen had to reevaluate a trip that had been months in the works — to 
visit with the 36 women in the program for a ceremony celebrating their graduation from 
the program. They were to become pig farmers, she said. 

"I really expected that on the 30th [of November] I was going to be handing over baby 
piglets to women to start their business," Nielsen said via skype from a hotel in Manila. 

Nielsen arrived in the Philippines last week, but has been unable to get to the island of 
Samar, where the ceremony was to take place. The island was devastated by the 
typhoon, and Nielsen said she was told the water is contaminated and that it is generally 
unwise to visit there because of the destruction. 

Nielsen has been unable to make contact with any of the women in the program, though 
she believes that is because they don't have cellphone service or other ways of 
communicating and that they are physically safe. 

The professor, who hopes to continue her job skills program as rebuilding efforts get 
underway, said that many people in the Philippines already lead difficult lives in poverty 
and that she hopes international concern over the situation will be sustained. 

"The eyes of the world are on the Philippines now because of this horrendous disaster, 
but it should have our attention all the time because there is a dramatic difference 
between what the very rich and the very poor have in their lives," Nielsen said. 
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